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This year, it was clear that a
concreted effort had been made to
learn from previous mistakes,
refocus on cinema and put on a

much-improved event.
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Japanese cinema in general on the
“movie village” (a neologism
springing from the term “nuclear
village”), referring to vested

interests in the film industry.
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Z: points out that two-thirds of the
festival's expenditure for 2014 went
to outsourcing, with much of the
work monopolized by major film
companies, their subsidiaries and
big players in other sectors, such as
advertising behemoth Dentsu and
property giant Mori Building. These
heavy hitters all stand to benefit the
most from the government's “Cool
Japan” initiative, which has less to
do with cultural diplomacy than
promoting exports of Japanese

“contents.”
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