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An additional advantage of the present invention is that the sleeve is
capable of withstanding a large amount of pressure without collapsing. As a
result a given device can often be used with a smaller than nominal incision,
such as 2.5 mm, where 3 mm is usually used. Use in a smaller incision size can
result in greater pressure being placed on the exterior of the sleeve as the
incision stretches to accommodate the incision size, but this is withstood by

the stent-reinforced section.
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