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[ @The Chief Justice gave no indication that he believed the lower
court’s ruling would be upheld. (On the contrary, I had impression that
he felt it would be overruled but that @9the important thing was to have
as large a majority of the fifteen justices as possible rule on the
constitutional issue involved, ®which, he said, it had been quite
improper for Judge Date to pass on. ]
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SEVERAL MONTHS FOR DECISION TO BE REACHED.
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During conversation at house mutual friend, Supreme Court

Chief Justice Kotaro TANAKA told DCM ® he now thought

decision in Sunakawa case probable in December. Chief Justice
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said that @defense attorneys trying every legal device possible to
delay completion Court’s consideration, but he is determined to ®
confine issue to question of law and not of fact. On this basis he
believed ®oral arguments could be completed in about three weeks
time, with two sessions, morning and afternoon each, per week
beginning early in September. DProblem would arise thereafter
because so many of his fourteen Associate Justices like to argue
their views at great length. Chief Justice added he hoped ®Court’s
deliberations could be carried out in manner which would produce
substantial unanimity of decision and ®avoid minority opinions
which could “unsettle” public opinion.
ii BER (B AGE
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a AEFFELOLERL)OBEFREICIEL, BREHEZ, B3 44
9 1 8 HITHINFH M L5 O S &2 R LR ORIFE1 1 A 5 A,
Y=Y =KL IEARITRFE L, ENICHESE vy I —HF—KE
DT AV AEBREICHE T TRONFLZEZUOH 6 EMEZR LD L
HHID,

i s (REh

During recent informal conversation with Chief Justice Tanaka
we had a brief discussion about the Sunakawa case. The Chief
Justice said that @he now hoped that the Supreme Court of Japan
would be able to hand down its verdict by the first of the year
although he was not yet certain of this timing. He observed that @
with a bench of fifteen justices the most important problem was to
try to establish some common denominator to approach the case.
Chief Justice Tanaka said that @it was important that, if possible,
all of his associate justices approach the case on the basis of agreed,
appropriate and realistic ground rules as it were. He implied that
@some of the justices were approaching the case on a “procedural”
basis whereas others were viewing it on a “legal” basis while still
others were considering the problem on a “constitutional” basis.

(I gathered -+ [JE : F1H%]) )
@The Chief Justice gave no indication that he believed the lower
court’s ruling would be upheld. @On the contrary, I had impression
that he felt it would be overruled but that (the important thing
was to have as large a majority of the fifteen justices as possible
rule on the constitutional issue involved, ®which, he said, it had

been quite improper for Judge Date to pass on.
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REHIE, @15 AOBHFICKDEEIZE - T, b BEERBBIT
AT 7 —F35-00EO+EEMYLE DY ET52 L TH
HEHTW, HPREIX, @TEE, &EBEOEHERETHE VD
TEE L, B B E R AN > TRIFIZT 7 —F
HTEMEBERE LT, B APERHRAZET) oo e
A LR, OMA»OEHEIEIARGEZ [FhM) BLEANLT 7o
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HAFBHENRT AU W ERELFHRBERICHD &, FhistOoFE %
ZELT, TOXIRBREZET DICET2REL NS Z LiTTET,
BRI EERET L ORBDThoTc W Z e TERWNL, &
NONFH OV, BRI ET LX) MEOLOTH T & &
TITW R 220,

LRIC ki, EROZSELEHICLY . HPEHRICONT, #
EFIWCHEL DB H LT AV WERE L FRBERICH D Lo T
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