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Chief Judge’s Greeting

The Intellectual Property High Court was established on April
1, 2005, as a court “specializing in intellectual property (IP) cases
for the purpose of ensuring more effective and expeditious trial
proceedings in IP cases.” On April 1, 2025, the IP High Court
reached a significant milestone as it marked its 20th anniversary.
During those two decades, the IP High Court was relocated in
October 2022 from its previous building in Kasumigaseki to a
new building in Nakameguro, Tokyo, where it joined other related
departments and renewed its presence as the ‘Business Court.’

Today, progress is being made across a range of technological
innovations, including the rapid development of Al and other
digital technologies, making the role of the judiciary in effectively
safeguarding IP rights increasingly important. Cross-border IP
disputes are also on the rise due to the globalization of economic activities and the development of
an "Internet society."

Under these circumstances, we at the IP High Court actively utilize, as part of our efforts to
digitalize court proceedings, a web conferencing system for arranging the issues in dispute and an
electronic document filing system for civil cases that is commonly known as "mints" as well as the
web conferencing system for conducting oral arguments proceedings. Meanwhile, the Code of Civil
Procedure has been amended to digitalize civil cases, and as part of the amendments, the online
filing of complaints and other litigation documents, as well as the digitalization of case records
are expected to start on May 21, 2026. In anticipation of these new measures, we strive to deliver
highly-specialized, fair, and expeditious judicial decisions in well-substantiated proceedings by
reviewing litigation practices and improving trial proceedings management.

In an effort to disseminate information to promote international harmonization and to increase
the foreseeability of corporate activities, we publish judgments as well as information about the
operation of IP-related litigation, including guidelines on court proceedings, on the IP High Court
pages on the Courts of Japan website. In addition, we organize an annual Judicial Symposium on
Intellectual Property in collaboration with related organizations, where legal and other professionals
from around the world are invited to discuss current topics regarding global IP disputes. The
symposium also provides us with an opportunity to disseminate information on Japan's IP judicial
system both domestically and internationally and to offer the latest information about other
countries.

We at the IP High Court remain committed to working closely with other related departments
at the Business Court, a new hub for business-related lawsuits, and to actively using digital
technologies. We will strive for the proper and expeditious resolution of IP disputes in well-
substantiated proceedings in order to further enhance the trust and confidence in Japan's IP judicial
system both inside and outside the country. We greatly appreciate your continued understanding and
cooperation.

Chief Judge
MASUDA Minoru

Cherry Blossoms along the Meguro River and the Business
Court Building (BRI EET XX - O—1)
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Outline and History

Intellectual Property
Divisions of the
Tokyo High Court
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Establishment of the
Intellectual Property
High Court

Relocation to Intellectual
Property High Court/
Tokyo District Court
Nakameguro Building
(establishment of the
Business Court)
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Before the establishment of the Intellectual Property High Court,
IP-related cases were dealt by specialized divisions in the Tokyo
High Court which had been introduced in the following way.

The 1948 amendment to the Patent Act vested in the Tokyo High
Court the exclusive jurisdiction over newly introduced appeal
proceedings against a decision of the Japan Patent Office “JPO”.
This led to the creation of the Sth Special Division in November
1950, which handled all IP-related cases in the Tokyo High Court
alongside general civil appeal cases.

In March 1958, an IP specialized division, which handled only
IP-related cases, was established as one of the civil divisions of the
Tokyo High Court to replace the 5th Special Division. The number
of such specialized divisions eventually increased to four. The
Grand Panel system was introduced by the Act for Partial Revision
of the Code of Civil Procedure, etc., which came into effect on
April 1, 2004. The Grand Panel consists of five judges who can
hear actions relating to patents, etc (so-called technology-related
actions. Please refer to Chapter III 2(1) for detailed definition.).
At the same time, the 6th Special Division was created within the
Tokyo High Court to handle those Grand Panel cases.

Under the Act for Establishment of the Intellectual Property High
Court, the Intellectual Property High Court was created on April 1,
2005, as a special branch of the Tokyo High Court. In conjunction
with this, the four specialized divisions for [P-related cases and the
6th Special Division that used to belong to the Tokyo High Court
were turned into four ordinary divisions and the Special Division
of the Intellectual Property High Court.

As the use of intellectual properties in Japanese economy and
society increased and the awareness of the importance of the
role of judiciary in intellectual property protection grew, the Act
for Establishment of the Intellectual Property High Court was
enacted for the purpose of further increasing the effectiveness and
efficiency of court proceedings for IP-related cases and further
enhancing the specialized judicial system by establishing a court
specially for [P-related cases.

In October 2022, the Intellectual Property High Court was
relocated to a new building in Nakameguro, Tokyo, to form a
new court complex called the “Business Court” together with the
Intellectual Property Divisions and other related divisions (the
Commercial Division and the Insolvency Division) of the Tokyo
District Court.

The Business Court has the following objectives: concentrating
business-related lawsuits and other proceedings at one court-
complex and strengthening the expertise of courts; further
the expediting of decisions with the use of IT tools, etc.; and
promoting the international dissemination of information from
courts and achieving judicial decisions from a global perspective.
The Intellectual Property High Court plays an important role in
realizing these objectives.
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m Outline and History

Initiatives to promote The Intellectual Property High Court has been actively utilizing
a web conferencing system for proceedings to arrange issues and

digitalization evidence (since February 2020) and for oral argument proceedings

(since March 2024), and an electronic document filing system for
civil cases (“mints”; since June 2022).

Furthermore, the Act Partially Amending the Code of Civil
Procedure, etc., which was enacted in May 2022, has introduced
provisions for conducting proceedings online from the filing of an
action to a judgment (e.g., provisions concerning online submission
of complaints and other documents, and digitization of case
records).

The act will come into effect on May 21,2026.

Intellectual Property In 1961, a special division which handled all [P-related cases
. .. . as well as general civil cases was established within the Tokyo
Divisions in Other District Court. In 1964, such a division was also established in
the Osaka District Court. Currently, the Tokyo District Court has

Courts and IP four divisions which specialize in IP-related cases, and the Osaka
Conciliation District Court has two such divisions. Also, the Osaka High Court

has one division which handles all IP-related cases in the high
(Information on the webpage court as well as general civil cases.

. The intellectual property divisions at the Tokyo District Court
of the court and operation of IP and the Osaka District Court started operating a new practice of
conciliation proceedings) IP conciliation (a system for solving civil disputes on intellectual
property rights expeditiously by using flexible proceedings for
civil conciliation). For details, please refer to the webpage of the
Intellectual Property High Court.

Mt T Sh B 2Pk

L LT EEESTERE N

SELBMNSE

Hi—ts

W —5 Y afir v EER T VBT v &I vV EHAEsS Y AvE—= 4

FhYY HEE 2022/0119 BSOS ECHIER EEmE13 AS HilE (D) 108 FEEREASRSASrSEEEHINEL
ITEIEIR
VB VEEMRIT V8T Y &IT VEAFES T Y AvtE— 4
2022/0119 EERMDASEHIER EE®E13 AR SilaE (D) ®os LUEE (BEREA0) TEE

X=—aFl

Home Screen of “mints” (mints?) 7k — LB A)



M e

=37 ! VR B PE T AR FCH I T, AHI24E2H A S B L 72
:7R4B¢ﬂﬂéﬁ v 7R A LS T e, A HI44E6H 20 5 B
IR L7 RESHCH EEE IR Y 27 4 GEF - mints) *°
SHGESHP OB L2y = 7&E L2 A L2 OEF R
Tl RIS L TwE T,
¥ 72, AHAESHIOR . L - RERBRESEO—H 2 Y%
ET2EFICBWT, FAOWELSHITTOTHEE
T4 LT 00 E RIREDF v 54 V3t
W, RO BETLSEoRE) Nk ohFE L, [
FREAMESH2IHICHifTShB 2k hoTVE T,

el T WURIS64E A2 W 050 M 5 BT A2 1O B P A
%“Dfm0)§?ﬂﬁﬁa? DI IR S . BARISOME 1. N T BOH I
TR BA REME TR DR b it e b AR T pE 0 S b i 2B S h E L 7o B
o L AE. HCECHD 5 O T U2 kA o A B 9 00 8 P 5
{ LN ABER. KB BT A2 T b h T VW E T, %
7oo KBRS AR IC UE O R R PO o P
M S Rt 0w =7 LEET bR TV E T,
N S O o SO BRI T OB M 5 B T 00 1 B M 1
- R RS EE) ) BWTIE, SHICELIOH 2 S iR E (G M e 2B
FAREOHHE . REFEOTW A TELAMN L, B
AT 2 7D OBIE) O 2% G L T
T A T S R O = TR — V% DB
S0,

Oral Argument Proceeding using Web Conferencing System (7 1 & #FIH L -OBERHFHRNOET)



m Outline and History

Organizational Structure of the Intellectual Property High Court

The Intellectual Property High Court has been designated as a special branch of the Tokyo
High Court and is recognized to have unique power over certain judicial administrative tasks, such
as assignment of court cases, which are closely related to the exercise of its special functions. In this
way, the Intellectual Property High Court is considered to have a higher level of independence in
comparison with other ordinary branches of high courts.

The Intellectual Property High Court consists of the Litigation Department, which comprises
four ordinary divisions and the Special Division (Grand Panel), and the IP High Court Secretariat,
which is in charge of administrative affairs.

The Intellectual Property High Court consists of the Chief Judge, other judges, judicial research

officials dealing with IP cases, court clerks, and court secretaries.

PRINCET!
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Visit by the President of the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom 2023.11.28
(EEZREHFIFTRE DRT - 2023.11.28)
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m System of IP-related Litigation

| | | System of IP-related Litigation

Definition of IP-related Litigation

(1) IP-related civil cases

IP-related civil cases include cases where a claim is filed for damages or an injunction against
an act of infringement of the following rights: a patent, utility model right, design right, trademark
right; the rights specified in the Copyright Act, namely, rights of authors, right of publication, and
neighboring rights; a layout-design exploitation right for semiconductor integrated circuits specified
in the Act on the Circuit Layout of a Semiconductor Integrated Circuits; or a breeder’s right
specified in the Plant Variety Protection and Seed Act. Cases in which a claim is filed for damages
or an injunction against an act of infringement of business interests as a result of unfair competition
specified, as well as cases where a claim is filed for the employer’s payment of value for an employee
invention or device, are also included.

Usually, the first instance for a civil lawsuit is filed with a district court if the value of the
subject matter of litigation exceeds 1.4 million Japanese yen and with a summary court if the value
of the subject matter of litigation is not more than 1.4 million Japanese yen. Most of the first
instances of IP-related civil cases are handled by district courts. Since Japan has adopted the three-
tiered judicial system, which allows either party to a lawsuit who is dissatisfied with a judgment to
seek further proceedings and trials up to three stages in principle, a party who is dissatisfied with
the judgment handed down by a district court for the first instance with regard to the court’s fact
finding or interpretation of law may file an appeal with a high court. A dissatisfied party may file a
final appeal or a petition for acceptance of final appeal with the Supreme Court on a question of law
against the judgment of a high court. In this respect, there is no difference between IP-related civil
cases and other civil cases.

(2) Suits against appeal/trial decisions made by the JPO

With regard to a patent, utility model right, design right or trademark right, these rights arise
upon registration at the JPO. An applicant who is dissatisfied with a JPO examiner’s decision
of refusal or an interested person who seeks to invalidate the registration of such rights may file
a request for a trial with the JPO. In the case where the JPO makes a decision in such trial, the
applicant or the person who is dissatisfied with the JPO decision may file an administrative suit to
seek the rescission thereof. This is called a suit against appeal/trial decision made by the JPO.

Suits against appeal/trial decisions made by the JPO are under the exclusive jurisdiction of the
Tokyo High Court (Article 178, paragraph (1) of the Patent Act, etc.). These suits shall be handled
by the Intellectual Property High Court, which is a special branch of the Tokyo High Court (Article
2, item (ii) of the Act for Establishment of the Intellectual Property High Court). A party who is
dissatisfied with a judgment handed down by the Intellectual Property High Court may file a final
appeal or a petition for the acceptance of a final appeal with the Supreme Court.

Unlike an ordinary lawsuit, proceedings at a district court are omitted in the case of a suit
against appeal/trial decision made by the JPO. This is because the JPO trial procedure is conducted
as quasi-judicial proceedings, which require a high level of fairness similar to that required in
judicial proceedings, and also because the JPO makes decisions based on specialized, technical
knowledge possessed by the JPO.
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m System of IP-related Litigation

Jurisdiction over IP-related Litigation

(1) IP-related civil cases

Some of the IP-related civil cases, namely, actions relating to patents, etc. (so-called technology-
related actions relating to patent rights, utility model rights, layout-design exploitation rights for
semiconductor integrated circuits, or the rights of authors for a computer program work), need to be
handled by a court that has a well-established sector for specialized proceedings, due to the specialized
and technical nature of such cases.

For this reason, such actions relating to patents, etc. are under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Tokyo
District Court or the Osaka District Court, both of which have divisions specialized in IP-related civil
cases (Article 6 paragraph (1) of the Code of Civil Procedure). Any appeal against decisions of those
courts shall be handled by the Intellectual Property High Court (Article 6, paragraph (3) of the Code of
Civil Procedure, Article 2, item (i) of the Act for Establishment of the Intellectual Property High Court).

Among IP-related civil cases, so-called non-technology-related actions relating to design rights,
trademark rights, the rights of authors (excluding the rights of authors for a computer program work),
publication rights, neighboring rights, or breeder’s rights; or infringement of business interests caused by
unfair competition, are under the jurisdiction of fifty district courts located throughout Japan while the
Tokyo District Court or the Osaka District Court concurrently has non-exclusive jurisdiction. Any appeal
against decisions of those courts will be under the jurisdiction of one of the eight high courts located
throughout Japan, that corresponds to the district court in charge of the first instance. The Intellectual
Property High Court will be in charge of any case that is under the jurisdiction of the Tokyo High Court
(Article 2, item (i) of the Act for Establishment of the Intellectual Property High Court).

(2) Suits against appeal/trial decisions made by the JPO

Any suit against appeal/trial decisions made by the JPO that is under the exclusive jurisdiction
of the Tokyo High Court will be handled by the Intellectual Property High Court (Article 2, item (ii)
of the Act for Establishment of the Intellectual Property High Court).

(3) Other cases

Cases other than those mentioned in (1) and (2) that are to be handled by the Intellectual Property
High Court include any civil lawsuit or administrative lawsuit under the jurisdiction of the Tokyo
High Court that requires specialized knowledge on intellectual property in order to examine major
issues (Article 2, item (iii) of the Act for Establishment of the Intellectual Property High Court).

It should be noted that the Intellectual Property High Court and the intellectual property divisions
in other courts do not handle any criminal case such as a case involving an offense of infringing an

intellectual property right.
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m System of IP-related Litigation

Jurisdiction over IP-related Litigation

(RNBYRAEEMERIFRERFADEER)

Supreme Court (g5 #HIFT)

Final Instance (&%)

. @ High Court with Jurisdiction over the )
IP High Court Area where the Court of the First

; =t Instance is Located
(RIERABE R38R (% 1 ERHFROFREHZEE T 2ERFHHIA
|

Second Instance (JE:FE)

( Cases Handled by the District ) ( Cases Handled by the District A
Courts Located within the Courts Located outside the
Territorial Jurisdiction of Tokyo Territorial Jurisdiction of Tokyo
High Court High Court
(RREHEENOZ AR (RREHEBEENOZ AR
DEH) DEH)

N J N J

Tokyo/Osaka Tokyo / Osaka District Court or
District Court Any Other District Courts in Japan

(R - KBR (R=R - KRG H¥IFzEE
w5 FHIFT) EE DR G FEAFIFN)

First Instance (£ 1%&)

e N e N
Technology-Related Cases (#%#i7%4) Non-Technology-Related Cases (FF#:#t7HY)
- Patent Rights - Design Rights
(FrEriEsM) (BREESMY)
- Utility Model Rights - Trademark Rights
(RREESS) (FEIRIESM)
- Layout-Design Exploitation Rights for - Copyrights (excluding Rights of Authors for a
Semiconductor Integrated Circuits Computer Program Work)
(FEREERR O ERE BN AESY) (BEEOEFNZFICET 54 (TO0JT7LDEE
- Rights of Authors for a Computer MOV TOEEBDOEFNICETHHDZRL) )
Program Work * Breeders’ Rights
(FOJZ LOEEMICDOVNTOEEED (BREESH)
EFICEET AEH4) - Infringement of Business Interests caused by
~ 4 Unfair Competition
(FERFICIDEELONEDREICHEDEMH)

- J




[ oo R BIAR SRk D AL LA

Final Instance

(EE#)

First Instance

(5818)

Appeal / Trial Decision

(FR)

- Patent Rights (435 tE=44)

- Utility Model Rights (SEFR#iZRMEE4)
- Design Rights (B [EH#EE4)

- Trademark Rights (FHIZHESE1E)
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