Chief Judge’s Greeting

The Intellectual Property High Court was established on April
1, 2005, as a court “specializing in intellectual property (IP) cases
for the purpose of ensuring more effective and expeditious trial
proceedings in IP cases.” On April 1, 2025, the IP High Court
reached a significant milestone as it marked its 20th anniversary.
During those two decades, the IP High Court was relocated in
October 2022 from its previous building in Kasumigaseki to a
new building in Nakameguro, Tokyo, where it joined other related
departments and renewed its presence as the ‘Business Court.’

Today, progress is being made across a range of technological
innovations, including the rapid development of Al and other
digital technologies, making the role of the judiciary in effectively
safeguarding IP rights increasingly important. Cross-border IP
disputes are also on the rise due to the globalization of economic activities and the development of
an "Internet society."

Under these circumstances, we at the IP High Court actively utilize, as part of our efforts to
digitalize court proceedings, a web conferencing system for arranging the issues in dispute and an
electronic document filing system for civil cases that is commonly known as "mints" as well as the
web conferencing system for conducting oral arguments proceedings. Meanwhile, the Code of Civil
Procedure has been amended to digitalize civil cases, and as part of the amendments, the online
filing of complaints and other litigation documents, as well as the digitalization of case records
are expected to start on May 21, 2026. In anticipation of these new measures, we strive to deliver
highly-specialized, fair, and expeditious judicial decisions in well-substantiated proceedings by
reviewing litigation practices and improving trial proceedings management.

In an effort to disseminate information to promote international harmonization and to increase
the foreseeability of corporate activities, we publish judgments as well as information about the
operation of IP-related litigation, including guidelines on court proceedings, on the IP High Court
pages on the Courts of Japan website. In addition, we organize an annual Judicial Symposium on
Intellectual Property in collaboration with related organizations, where legal and other professionals
from around the world are invited to discuss current topics regarding global IP disputes. The
symposium also provides us with an opportunity to disseminate information on Japan's IP judicial
system both domestically and internationally and to offer the latest information about other
countries.

We at the IP High Court remain committed to working closely with other related departments
at the Business Court, a new hub for business-related lawsuits, and to actively using digital
technologies. We will strive for the proper and expeditious resolution of IP disputes in well-
substantiated proceedings in order to further enhance the trust and confidence in Japan's IP judicial
system both inside and outside the country. We greatly appreciate your continued understanding and
cooperation.

Chief Judge
MASUDA Minoru

Cherry Blossoms along the Meguro River and the Business
Court Building (BRI EET XX - O—1)
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Judges and staff of the Intellectual Property High Court
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