Outline and History

Intellectual Property
Divisions of the
Tokyo High Court
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Establishment of the
Intellectual Property
High Court

Relocation to Intellectual
Property High Court/
Tokyo District Court
Nakameguro Building
(establishment of the
Business Court)
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Before the establishment of the Intellectual Property High Court,
IP-related cases were dealt by specialized divisions in the Tokyo
High Court which had been introduced in the following way.

The 1948 amendment to the Patent Act vested in the Tokyo High
Court the exclusive jurisdiction over newly introduced appeal
proceedings against a decision of the Japan Patent Office “JPO”.
This led to the creation of the Sth Special Division in November
1950, which handled all IP-related cases in the Tokyo High Court
alongside general civil appeal cases.

In March 1958, an IP specialized division, which handled only
IP-related cases, was established as one of the civil divisions of the
Tokyo High Court to replace the 5th Special Division. The number
of such specialized divisions eventually increased to four. The
Grand Panel system was introduced by the Act for Partial Revision
of the Code of Civil Procedure, etc., which came into effect on
April 1, 2004. The Grand Panel consists of five judges who can
hear actions relating to patents, etc (so-called technology-related
actions. Please refer to Chapter III 2(1) for detailed definition.).
At the same time, the 6th Special Division was created within the
Tokyo High Court to handle those Grand Panel cases.

Under the Act for Establishment of the Intellectual Property High
Court, the Intellectual Property High Court was created on April 1,
2005, as a special branch of the Tokyo High Court. In conjunction
with this, the four specialized divisions for [P-related cases and the
6th Special Division that used to belong to the Tokyo High Court
were turned into four ordinary divisions and the Special Division
of the Intellectual Property High Court.

As the use of intellectual properties in Japanese economy and
society increased and the awareness of the importance of the
role of judiciary in intellectual property protection grew, the Act
for Establishment of the Intellectual Property High Court was
enacted for the purpose of further increasing the effectiveness and
efficiency of court proceedings for IP-related cases and further
enhancing the specialized judicial system by establishing a court
specially for [P-related cases.

In October 2022, the Intellectual Property High Court was
relocated to a new building in Nakameguro, Tokyo, to form a
new court complex called the “Business Court” together with the
Intellectual Property Divisions and other related divisions (the
Commercial Division and the Insolvency Division) of the Tokyo
District Court.

The Business Court has the following objectives: concentrating
business-related lawsuits and other proceedings at one court-
complex and strengthening the expertise of courts; further
the expediting of decisions with the use of IT tools, etc.; and
promoting the international dissemination of information from
courts and achieving judicial decisions from a global perspective.
The Intellectual Property High Court plays an important role in
realizing these objectives.
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Initiatives to promote The Intellectual Property High Court has been actively utilizing
a web conferencing system for proceedings to arrange issues and

digitalization evidence (since February 2020) and for oral argument proceedings

(since March 2024), and an electronic document filing system for
civil cases (“mints”; since June 2022).

Furthermore, the Act Partially Amending the Code of Civil
Procedure, etc., which was enacted in May 2022, has introduced
provisions for conducting proceedings online from the filing of an
action to a judgment (e.g., provisions concerning online submission
of complaints and other documents, and digitization of case
records).

The act will come into effect on May 21,2026.

Intellectual Property In 1961, a special division which handled all [P-related cases
. .. . as well as general civil cases was established within the Tokyo
Divisions in Other District Court. In 1964, such a division was also established in
the Osaka District Court. Currently, the Tokyo District Court has

Courts and IP four divisions which specialize in IP-related cases, and the Osaka
Conciliation District Court has two such divisions. Also, the Osaka High Court

has one division which handles all IP-related cases in the high
(Information on the webpage court as well as general civil cases.

. The intellectual property divisions at the Tokyo District Court
of the court and operation of IP and the Osaka District Court started operating a new practice of
conciliation proceedings) IP conciliation (a system for solving civil disputes on intellectual
property rights expeditiously by using flexible proceedings for
civil conciliation). For details, please refer to the webpage of the
Intellectual Property High Court.
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Oral Argument Proceeding using Web Conferencing System (7 1 & #FIH L -OBERHFHRNOET)
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Organizational Structure of the Intellectual Property High Court

The Intellectual Property High Court has been designated as a special branch of the Tokyo
High Court and is recognized to have unique power over certain judicial administrative tasks, such
as assignment of court cases, which are closely related to the exercise of its special functions. In this
way, the Intellectual Property High Court is considered to have a higher level of independence in
comparison with other ordinary branches of high courts.

The Intellectual Property High Court consists of the Litigation Department, which comprises
four ordinary divisions and the Special Division (Grand Panel), and the IP High Court Secretariat,
which is in charge of administrative affairs.

The Intellectual Property High Court consists of the Chief Judge, other judges, judicial research

officials dealing with IP cases, court clerks, and court secretaries.
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Visit by the President of the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom 2023.11.28
(EEZREHFIFTRE DRT - 2023.11.28)
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