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. CHARACTERISTICS

OF FAMILY
COURTS

?

A, Family court investigating officer system

1. Experts on domestic and juvenile
delinquency problems

Changes in the social and economic situations
have substantially affected the modes of families
and the environment surrounding children, and the
issues handled by family courts have become more
and more complex and difficult in recent years. In
order o appropriately deal with sucﬁ cases, family
courts have family court investigating officers.

Family court investigating officers are court
officials {national government employees} who are
assigned to family courts and high courts. By using
their knowledge and methods in behavioral science,
such as psychology, sociology, and pedagogy,
they investigate facts through interviews with the
parties in domestic disputes and their children or
with juvenile delinquents and their custodians, and
consider ways to resolve the disputes or
rehabilitate the juveniles. They serve as experis on

domestic and delinquency problems.

2. Training system of family court investigating

officers ‘

When a person passes the employment
examination conducted by the Supreme Court and
is hired as én assistant family court investigating
officer, he/she immediately enters the Training and
Research Institute for Court Officials. After the
person receives training in the family court
investigating officer training course for about ftwo
years and completes the course, he/she is
appointed as a family court investigating officer.

The training, which centers on the theories of

behavioral science, law, other study fields and the

practice, boasts some of the richest contents in the

world.

3. Roles
a. Domestic re[lations cases

Domestic relations cases include a wide variety of
issues, such as divorces, disputes over parental
authority or child custody, permission for adoption,
and protections against child abuse. In order for a
family court to render an appropriate legal
determination and promote mutually satisfactory
discussions, it must accurately ascertain the
objective facts that will form the basis for the trial
and adjudication, and must precisely understand the
emotions that underlie the respective arguments of
the parties, A family court investigating officer must
collect information using expert knowledge and
methods. Based on such information, they conduct
an analysis of situations and causes, make
predictions, and report the results to the jgdge with
hisfher opinion on the solution. The family cour
investigating officer encourages the parties to get
proactively involved in the dispute, and encourages
reaching a resolution when they attend the
conciliation on a designated date. They also assist
the relevant conciliation committee so that the
parties may reach a satisfactory resolution.

With an increasing number of disputes involving
children in recent years, the number of cases that
require interviews with children has increased.
Therefore, the role of family court investigating
officers is becoming more and more important
Above all, a soiution in the best interests of the child,

including measures regarding visitation or other
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. contact with the child, must be given the highest
priority in disputes over child custody. In-a dispute
over the custody of the chiid, such as visitation and
other contact between a parent and a child, the
highest priority should be placed on a solution in
the interest of the child. Therefore, a family court
investigating officer investigates what kind of
solulion would 'be desirable for the happiness of
the child, by holding interviews with the parties or
the child, and making home visits, and reports the

results to the judge with his/her opinion on the -

solution.
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